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Oi: MUST BOOK 
August 26 


Cozzens, James Gould Harcourt, Brace 
BY LOVE POSSESSED $5.00 


* One of our significant writers of today has written a modern-styled novel 
that will demand attention whether the public finds it shocking, disturbing, moving, 
absorbing- or something of each. Be prepared for it to be difficult reading. The 
style is oddly diffuse, sometimes tortured, often oblique - and at times pictorial, 
vivid, dramatic. But the substance of the text strikes home. Here are people any 
one of us might know, people who might be our neighbors, our friends. And Cozzens 
has cut through the outer trappings to reveal the buried emotions, the mental con- 
trivings, the rationalizations, the confusion that combine to make up the whole man. 
He has laid bare a community, on the surface a reasonably normal functioning Jersey 
(?) town. Here is a respectable and revered firm of lawyers, here a doctor, here 
the wives and mothers and children, the brothers and sisters, here the politicians 
and their cohorts, here the new minister and the young woman he will marry, here 
the practised girl on the make and the silly sentimentalist who gets "caught" - and 
here are the facts behind the facts of their multi-patterned lives. Three sparks 
light the fires:- a visiting city lawyer comes to investigate a somewhat tangled 
estate with conflicting demands of the heirs; a wastrel youth is brought to court 
by a town girl who accuses him of rape; a clergyman plans to request that the church 
endowment be transferred to a general diocesan fund for operation. Arthur Winner, 
junior member of the leading firm of lawyers, finds himself involved in all three 
cases, and as they bring new facts to light more and more people are implicated, 
and the reader fits the pieces together into a jigsaw puzzle of the townspeople and 
the principals in a complex two generation story, which holds one spellbound to the. 
end. There are unforgettable scenes - characters that will live always - and no one 
person comes off unscathed. It's not a book to leave around for teenagers to pick 
up; there is much in it that will be compared to O'Hara and len forth frecerick. 

And much that is as earthy, as bluntly outspoken as Clarissa darlowe or Tom Jenes. 
But it must not be dismissed - for here is a profoundly honest piece of America. 
Book of the Month for September. (LC: 57-10062) (Q) 


One Baffler; One Dark Horse 


Though my own predelicition is not in the direction of Patrick White, his new nevel. 


. VOSS, (Viking) is. sure to have its staunch advocates. Don't bypass it. Janet Steven- 


son has come up with a thoroughly readable Civil War spy story, WEEP NO MORE (aise 
Viking) - for that substantial market. See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
August Ww [q- 


Shulman, Max Doubleday 
RALLY ROUND THE FLAG, BOYS! $3.50 


What ‘he Tunnel of Love was to exurbanite experimentation, this is to the 
same area's (but additional strata's) excitements - when the Army installs a Nike 
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base at Putnam's Landing. The natives, harried by the commuters' civic demands, find 
an out; the tolerated but despised Connecticut commuters rally round a new community 
project - no Nike base; the Italian families have a new sideshow to amuse them. From @ 
the latter is Guido, assigned to the new base for better public relations (and on the 
personal quest of holding onto his girl, a teacher who shocks even the free thinking 
commuters); among the train riders is Harry, doghoused by his program-occupied wife, 
tempted and falling for a neighbor's swivel-hipped Mrs.; from the Yankee diehards is 
rock (and ready to be rolled?) young Comfort; and on the military team is Captain 
Hoxie who loathes civilians, loves guided missiles and adores the Army, plus assorted 
soldiers including hill-billy singing Opie. Guido persuades Putnam's Landing to try 
to be nice to the members of the new post - almost succeeds until the uniforms snare 
the girls and the local boys about town get sore; a party, a junior league baseball 
game, a folk drama end in a donnybrook - as does Harry's marriage and sex life - and, 
with a handy bar, he, Guido, Hoxie and Opie, tie one on that ties them to the missile 
which just about ties up a Fourth of July celebration... Pretty much fireworks (with 
amiss or two) this horses around at a kind of bouncy gallop which achieves an un- 
subtle farce, an incomplete humor and a vacuum of wit which may surprise you with its 
sense of fun. (LC: 57-9513) 


August 15 


Lytle, Andrew McDowell, Obolensky 
THE VELVET HORN $3.95 


Closer to The Long Night. that unforgettable story of revenge, than anything 
he has written in twenty intervening years, The Velvet Horn revolves around the unfore- 
seen repercussions of an impulsive act of passion in early youth- and the heavy price 
paid some fifteen years and more later. The five Cropleighs, orphaned and closely 
knit- four boys and an adored young sister, seek isolation and escape in the Cumberland ©} 
hill country. But they cannot shut out the world of ambition, love, jealousy, gossip. 
The Civil War intrudes- and its aftermath finds a scarred country and scarred lives. 
Chiefly the story concerns Lucius, youthful, innocent fruit of an old passion- think- 
ing himself the son of Joe Cree, killed by a falling giant of the forest. It concerns 
too Lucius' mother, wed in haste to Joe by her brothers, who have surprised her with 
a lover in a woodland secret glade. It concerns her brother, Jack, who finds solace 
in drink; and another brother, Dick, a doctor. It concerns Pete Legrand, whose money 
' and success set him apart; and the Rutters, equally apart because of their ignorance 
and poverty. There are stories within stories, as the shuttle weaves back and forth, 
past and present, and sets the pattern of the whole. There are moments of superb 
writing- unforgettable descriptions- searching penetration of character and motive. 
That it does not quite sustain the heights is perhaps not unusual- but that it has 
heights makes it worth serious consideration. 


August 1 1\, 
Albee, George Ballantine 
THE BOYS $3.50 


A five boy unit in southwest Los Angeles in 1918 makes its course through con- 
mon experiences and individual crises through the high school years. The same age, the 
same neighborhood, the same school are the ties for Billy Leight, Bob Halloran, George 
Merganser, Earle Norlund and Eddie Defoe, and their unity grows stronger through a 
bicycle trip, summer jobs, tentative sex, cars, school politics; Eddie has to go to | 
work when his father dies and Earle, after a reform school sentence, is still not able ®@ 
to go straight, is crippled and suicides. Bob, George and Billy make their way with 
increasing indications of the kind of man each will be, through to graduation. An 
unpolished telling recalls the tribal customs of the boys' world and their times- and 
places adolescence within a period. Without distinction. (LC: 57-9142) 
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August 49° 2. & 
Van Every, Dale Holt 
THE VOYAGERS $3.95 


Another tale of derring-do against the background of the American frontier, 
this is set in the Ohio River valley, and ranges down to New Orleans, back to Louis- 
ville, inland to Indian settlements- in the days of Indian massacres at the strategic 
points along the river - and to river pirates, as ruthless as the Indians. The story 
begins and ends in Traners Landing, below Pittsburgh. And the central figure is Abel 
Traner, the only responsible one of the family, who breaks away from responsibility to 
shift for himself on the river he knows and loves. His adventures included some brushes 
with Wilkinson, of the grandiose schemes; some give and take- mostly take- in acquisi- 
tion of riches beyond his dreaming, and their equally undreamed of loss. Of women, 
from the exquisite Madame Baynton, for whom he ultimately paid the price of his own 
freedom, to the undependable Magda, to Hagar, who won her man, and back to Esther, at 
home, grown up and ready to give him the security he'd learned to want. Good period 
adventure. (LC: 57-10427) “ 

ULL 4 
Drohan, Leonard 23 Knopf 
COME WITH ME TO MACEDONIA. . $3.95 


; Some only mildly diverting diversionary tactics within the Army Logistic 
Area No. Five pivot around the spotty career of Humphrey Hogan, Administrative Assist- 
ant. Kay Longstreet, a new secretary there, who shares her father's dreams of glory 
for his daughter wants to drive him onward and upward, but drops him when he shows no 
signs of getting anywhere; Georgina, an even fleshier piece, wants only to be had on 
her own terms- marriage- but proves to be more available; and Dawson, his superior, 
finds him "obstreperous, obstinate and insubordinate” and resorts to some fairly low 
chicanery to get rid of him. Humph starts cutting corners, gets kicked downstairs, 
sustains his long feud with Dawson with amazing resilience, and finally realizes that 
he will find a better life elsewhere- with Georgie... Some new variations on the old 
Army game, this takes some playful pokes at swivel chair planning, protocol and buck- 
passing procedure- but probably only men will find that the indoor sport within 
this procurement agency buys much humor. (LC: 57- BMA) 


White, Patrick | < “a Viking 
voss | $5.00. 


There is immense challenge in the substance of this novel of Australia's 
wilderness and the strange, tortured man, Voss, who- back in 1850- led an ill-assort- 
ed expedition into the unknown. Voss was a German, a mystery man who managed to win 
backing without trust or liking. His chief backer was a rancher-promoter named Bonner- 
and it is here the story starts. Here, too, are planted the seeds of the story within 
_ the story, the strange, remote romance between Bonner's impecunious niece, Laura Tre- 

velyan, and the man Voss. Bonner was a resident of Sydney, a busy colonial town, 
where the women were absorbed in the petty details of a self conscious social whirl. 
While this went on, the plans grew for the expedition into the uncharted wilderness; 
the applicants were accepted, the equipment collected, and finally the expedition sets 
forth. Bit by bit one gets to know the eccentricities, the lack of adaptability of 
one after another. There's a stopover for supplies at one elaborately equipped ranch- 
at another sparsely equipped one- and at each new members join the group. Hardships, 
dangers, insecurities bring out the worst, until the group splits into two sectors, 
separates, and all is lost. Only two natives- and one white- make a modicum of escape. 
While back in Sydney, the backers are fed sparse information and Laura lives for the 
rare letters- senses disaster- and accepts a future of unwedded widowhood...One needs 
perspective to grasp the achievement of this book, for- in even greater degree than 
I felt it in The Tree of Man- White has chosen to tell his story in the most involuted, 
oblique fashion, often seeming awkward and confused, so that the process of reading it 
is a burden. That he has been accepted as Australia's foremost novelist is somewhat 
baffling to our public. This has been chosen as August Book of the Month- which may 
take it over the first hurdle. (LC: 57-9493) 
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August 20 


Macauley, Robie McDowell, Obolensky @ 
THE END OF PITY and Other Stories $3.50 


Eleven short stories by the author of The Disguises of Love mix continental 

and conventional characters. In these stories about American GI's abroad and American 
eccentrics in small towns, there is an inequitable distribution of interest tending 
toward the minus pole. A party attended by Japanese and Americans results in rape and 
hostility. Some soldiers visit a castle inhabited by the routed German aristocracy. 
A small-towner murders her eccentric, worldly relative in jealousy and haste... There 
are art connoisseurs and critics. There is a slightly Brobdingnagian woman who speaks 
a conglomeration of French and German. An unwieldy style obliterates some good ideas, 
but they seemed scarcely worth the effort. 


August 21 


Banning, Margaret Culkin Harper 
THE CONVERT $3.95 


This is in line with her earlier Mixed Marraige (1930) and the later Fallen 
Away (1951) in its central theme of the Roman Catholic Church and its power to make 
or break a marriage. It is Mark Worthing, happily married to Olive, whose first 
marriage and divorce would have left a permanent scar if it had not been for Mark's 
love, pride and contentment with her and her children, who becomes involved with the 
Catholic religion when his younger brother plans to marry Rose Mary who is firm in her 
faith. Mark's antagonism, and later curiosity, are recognized by young Father Kennedy 
who leads him into study and discussion paths which intensify the goal of Mark's search 
and bring about his renunciation not only of his business but of Olive, since the | 
Church can never permit her to be his wife. A wealthy Minnesota family, their mines 
and new processes, the cleavage between Protestant and Catholic, background this exam- © 
ination of the ways in which Catholicism offers answers, persuades seekers and estab- 
lishes its rewards for those who believe. Not limited to a Catholic audience alone, 
for its arguments should interest those of other faiths. (LC: 57-8199) 


Jay, Charlotte Harper ) 
THE BRINK OF SILENCE $3.50 ; 


From the suspense story- to a novel in which that element is certainly con- 
tributory, this also is keyed by its island setting as Kavakana, off New Guinea, ef- 
fects its somnolent fascination and unnatural isolation. For Harry, and Kate, his 
younger sister, brought up there alone on a plantation, it results in an exclusive 
relationship, interrupted only by their schooling in Sydney. During a holiday, Harry 
returns with a friend- Mark Rommel- and he is privy to the tragedy when Harry is drowned 
at sea. Many years later he marries Kate. Again another friend, after another interval, 
comes to the island where Mark and Kate Rommel live alone. Mark has gone off - and to 
Kate his absence is inexplicable- and she lives in a dense, withdrawn world of her own. 

With Mark's return- Hartley's doubts and premonitions of danger increase; Rommel's ad- 
missions and allegations of guilt in the earlier tragedy are too easy; and only after 
Kate has left the island, Hartley confronts him with the truth, which is corroborated 
by Rommel's suicide... The heavy tropical overcast, the strange native ritual lend a 
distinctive accent to a drama which is secretive and suggestive. (LC: 57-8210) 


August 22 


Kiker, Douglas Rinehart 
THE SOUTHERNER $3.95 





Jess Witherow, born in the South but educated in the North, inadvertently 


falls into a moral and personal dilemna. As a budding reporter for a Southern news- | 
paper he hears about the impending attempt by a boyhood Negro friend to implement the 
Supreme Court decision on integration. By accompanying Will Taylor, his lawyer, wife | 
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and child to a white school on registration day he is implicated as a witness to 
their peaceful conversation with the principal who later accuses Will of physical 
assault. The event became a political showcase to promote the aspirations of 
Randolph, an unscrupulous white supremicist lawyer, at the expense of the Taylor 
family. Jess, of course, has a moral duty to testify at the trial but he is re- 
luctant because- as a white person- he will be denounced as a “nigger lover" and 
ostracized by his friends, community, employer, and prospective father-in-law. 
In spite of these personal pressures, he yields to his conscience and appears at 
the trial but to no avail - Will is judged guilty and given a suspended sentence. 
Jess leaves the South as an expatriate but with the hope that someday he may re- 
turn to all that he has lost. The interplay of a pertinent social "question" with 
an individual's quest for identity and a set of ethics is well-taken but we feel 
that the social emphasis will under-rate its potential in the novel market. 
(LC: 57-10619) 

August 22 


Pulvertaft, Lalage Viking 
THE THING DESIRED $3.50 


A bright novel of London artists and intellectuals- engaged in a self- 
destructive search for some sort of satisfaction- creative or romantic- suggests 
Iris Murdoch's sphere of activity, but here the eccentricity and affectation has 
been subdued and along with the devastating detail- there is a certain warmth. 
Caroline Arnold, an attractive girl- and a pretty one, teaching at Jepson's- a 
second-rate school for foreign students in Chelsea, meets Adam Chard, a prominent 
writer. Chard is also a ruthless man; he has broken the mind as well as the spirit 
of his wife, Julia (now exiled to a mental home in France) and he is on the way to 
ruining their child- Sarah- who has an unsuspected poetic gift- greater than Chard's. 
Caroline, while strongly attracted to Hugh Delacott, one of the many artistes 
“*ngues teaching at Jepson's, is flattered by Chard's attentions and offered mar- 
riage- just when she learns that she is carrying Hugh's child. Chard's unnatural 
response to her predicament reveals his consummate cruelty, and Hugh- whom she had 
not thought capable of any feeling stronger than physical passion- returns to her 
to assume his rightful responsibility... Miss Pulvertaft writes with precision and 
polish and should attract a discriminating audience with her first novel to be 
published here. (LC: 57-9491) | 


August 23 


Stevenson, Janet Viking 
WEEP NO MORE $3 -95 


* Based on the known facts about a little known figure, this draws from the 
old carpetbag of the Civil War a new drama of the underground conflict within the 
walls of Richmond. In frayed clothes, with silly, simpering mannerisms, the well- 
born, once wealthy Elizabeth Van Lew was taunted as Crazy Bet as she made her way 
through the city streets to: visit Yankee prisoners in a hospital ward, and remained 
above suspicion as she relayed information out of the city, sheltered fugitives and 
arranged their escape. Attracting the surveillance of Scarborough, a new counter- 
intelligence officer, who still could not persuade his commanding general that 
Elizabeth was neither innocent nor insane, she continued to work for the North, and 
through Captain Will Franklin,with whom she fell in love, planned her greatest coup 
which would liberate the city. Will leaves for the North eventually to take her 
with him, sends back the flag which she will eventually raise when the city falls. 
But her heart gives out as Scarborough arrests and interrogates her although he 
cannot secure the evidence which will convict her or convince others- and Will dies- 
up North- before the long conflict ends... A romantic reconstruction this- with 
popular possibilities. (LC: 57-10578) 















-426- | Fiction June 15, 1957 


August 26 


Teale, Christopher Frederick Fell © 
BEHIND THESE WALLS $3.00 


Tex, a prison habitue, is 1). once again - this time to do a long stretch. 
His familiarity with the perversions of prison cautions him to protect Red, a 16 year 
old lifer. Through the years a strained intimacy grows up between them with Tex and 
his friend, Clyde, playing father roles. In the midst of rampant homosexuality, at- 
temped escapes, etc., the attractive boy is sheltered from the temptations which fester 
there. Finally, through the sacrifices of Tex, he is released, free to pursue a normal 
life, unhampered by effects of prison. Tex, on the other hand, commits suicide, since 
his mission in life has been accomplished. Why do unsophisticated novelists play 
around with abnormal psychology? (Q) 


Botsford, Keith ; Harcourt, Brace 
THE EIGHTH-BEST-DRESSED MAN IN THE WORLD $3.50 


Back and forth, from the 1930's and to the past, weaves the run-down on Count 
Cosmo Annibale Cassalo whose aristocratic claims know no shame, little love and less 
understanding. Traced by Gordon Carey, Cosmo's superior passage through the world takes 
in several marriages, a lengthy affair, (placid) a shorter liaison (tempestuous) and 
many gestures in earning a living. An Italian nobleman's younger son, Cosmo hit on 
emigrating to America to make his own way, found his cachet in the suits made by Ben- 
ziger, became the model for an Army poster in World War I and, after some postwar 
drifting, became the leading man - on stage and in bed, for Ida Kent who, in marrying 
him, paved his way for a Hollywood career. This brought him to Rosemary, devoted and 
depressing, kicked him downstairs and to marriage with Alda who lost the child that 
wasn't his, and to Eugenia, young and demanding. Throughout Gordon researches, in © 
interviews, through connections with Cosmo, through love of Alba, into the image of. 
an image and follows the diminishing shadow to its last humiliation, its last flicker 
of reality. Fitzgeraldian in its. evoking of an era, a world whose glitter was mere- 
tricious, and of a figure whose elegance was as great as his humanity was small. Of 
interest if sometimes uneven. (LC: 57-10070) 


August 29 


Finney, Jack Rinehart 
THE THIRD LEVEL $3.00 


Relating the present to the past - or the future - these eleven stories let 
fantasy wander, pause and come up with pleasant timepassing. Grand Central's third 
level leads to the past; neighbors from the future add to suburban life; an adjective 
cellar clears away excess verbiage; boy meets girl in possible-tinged-with-fancy cir- 
cumstances; a plane, from times to come, flies in the Civil War; a 1923 car is restored 
and saves lives; a land of dreams escapes the dreamer, etc. Amiable. (LC: 57-9626) 


August 4? 92. | 


Carrier, Warren John Day | 
BAY OF THE DAMNED 2 4$ $3<50 | 
vert south of Miami is Malditos Bay and it is there that Mike Empson, who 


had wanted money and made it as a gambler, who had wanted love- and found it in Celia, 
sits out the three year vigil waiting for death which he will meet with indifference. 





Memory-bound to Celia who had died after the accident which followed her attempt to run 
away with Rinaldo, Mike isolates himself in his kind of non-existentialism, even from 
Anna, their daughter, and when Rinaldo reappears- to kill him- it is his bodyguard who 
is the victim and Anna helps to save Mike. The underworld sends another assailant, and 
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this time Mike makes his choice- to live, leaving Anna behind him believing that 
he is dead.... For all concerned, a form of escape entertainment with a hellandgone 














e@ abandon and a glaze of glamor. You will probably stay right with it. (LC:57-1202h 
August ?? 
Rios, Tere Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
AN ANGEL GROWN UP $3 -00 


The slight but pleasing story of little Blanca Maria Jiminez and her life 
at Saint Joseph's Academy for Young Ladies on Long Island has nice touches in the 
changing relations she undergoes with the nuns and with her schoolmates. For Blanca 
Maria keeps the whole school in an uproar by refusing to conform, in dress, deport- 
ment, studies and obedience, and the answer lies in the Angels Dormitory where 
Sister St. John's patient listening is the secret that brings the little girl to 
an adjusted adolescence. There's the problem of her learning Spanish for her re- 
turn to Puerto Rico, of her ability in drawing, of the Sister who dies, of friend- 
ships and enmities within her classes, of her loneliness with no parents to visit 
on Sunday....and there is the happy ending when her father comes to take her home. 
The convent life with the nuns ("dragons"), the young boarders, religion and its 
practice and celebration - here come through with a niceness, a warmth, uncluttered 
and refreshing. (LC: 57-11053) 







HANGMAN 'S HARVEST 







July 17 






Ballantine 


O'Rourke, Frank : 
LEGEND IN THE DUST $2.75-$.35 












Pat "Shotgun" Glendon, hoping to drop the tag and lead a peaceable life, 
is the new man in town- Fort Ellis- where Buck, a likable youngster, runs amok and 
lives are taken, property burned. Reluctantly Glendon accepts a badge, backs it 

up, and is forced to subordinate his friendship with Buck to his obligation to the 
community.... Virile variant and active all the way. (LC: 57-10516) 









July 29 






Jacobs, T. C. H. Roy 


BROKEN ALIBI $2.75 











Third in unsolved trunk murders brings Chief Detective Superintendent 
Bellamy into clueless crimes, leads him from one suspect to another, and faces him 
with a definite framing when bodies fall into place and places fall into the pattern 
that is forming. A "clever little 'tec", Bellamy proves that patience is a virtue 
as he hounds his killer to an irrevocable finale. Does its duty. (LC: 57-9097) 









July 29 










Phillips, Conrad Roy 
DOLLS WITH SAD FACES $2.75 







A psycho, who makes dolls with sad faces- and red hair, also does in live 
specimens but escapes official notice after he strangles two women on a fairground. 
One of the carnival operatives is the Yard's luckless victim, charged and convicted 
on surprisingly scrappy evidence, and it is only months later that a more vigilant 
police officer reopens the investigation which leads to the homicidal criminal.... 
Downright- and you say dull too. (LC: 57-7186) 
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August 1 


Truss, Seldon Doubleday 
THE TRUTH ABOUT CLAIRE VERYAN $2.95 @ 


Mr. Horace of the Snapshot and Gidleigh of the Yard do not collaborate but 
ultimately combine in the case of Claire Veryan, serving a three year term for having 
abstracted Foreign Office letters, the murder of a man believed to be her contact, and 
the identification of a receiver still obviously at large. A second murder enables 
them to expose a most correct suspect and repair a damaged marriage.... As before, 
amiable and tenable too. (LC: 57-9514) 

August 15 


Coles, Manning Doubleday 
DEATH OF AN AMBASSADOR $2.95 


Thomas Elphinstone Hambledon does some continental touring in a murder that 
takes place in Mayfair and whose political aspects become tangled with jewels and art 
forgeries. Ably assisted by his old friend Letord of the Surete, Hambledon encounters 
more killings, indulges in active and aggressive doings and comes up, battered but 
bright-eyed, with every question answered. Bouncy. (LC: 57-10009) 


August 21 


Halleran, E. E. Ballantine 
SPANISH RIDGE $ .35-$2.75 


Wounded before Custer's last stand Tom Kendrick is cared for and saved by 
Indians, proves to the Army he isn't dead and heads for New Mexico to work his home- 
stead. He finds his land the subject of dispute; he has to erase the record of an 
imposter who had used his name and been murdered; he has to unravel the nasty game 
one Trappe has been playing and he wins his own widow. Solid going. @ 


Lacy, Ed Harper 
ROOM TO SWING $2.95 


* Toussaint Moore, a Negro private investigator, finds himself framed like a 
picture when the man he is hired to shadow- for a television show- is murdered and he 
is the only and therefore likeliest suspect. A search through a small town, near the 
Kentucky border where prejudice is an ugly menace, gives him a lead, and finally back 
in New York- with hesitant collaboration with the woman who had set up the story- he 
is able to clear himself....The black and white question, which is a driving, unfor- 
giving issue, makes this a very earnest sort of skin game and sharpens the interest. 
(LC: 57-8508) 


Field, Peter Morrow-Jefferson House 
THE MAN FROM ROBBER'S ROOST $2.75 


The old trusties take another constitutional- this time to Robber's Roost 
after the hiring of four strangers buys a lot of trouble too. An innocent young man 
is pinned with a shooting, two women fall in and out of the outlaws' hands, and all 
assist Pat and Sam and Ezra with the righting of several wrongs along with a romance. 
Unflagging--- who? (LC: 57-8936) 


Benson, Ben Morrow-Mill 
THE RUNNING MAN $2.95 


From the crimefile of the Massachusetts State Police, another creditable per- 
formance by young Ralph Lindsey as he probes the motiveless murder of a teataster, @ 
Eugene Somers, finds that it leads to the richest boy in town, who wants to be a trooper, 
and his friend, an established troublemaker. A second unnecessary killing establishes 
the evidence and Lindsey's official obligation entails a more painful personal decision. 
Functional- and to the point. (LC: 57-10400) 





® 
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Varied Fare-Without Great Distinction- For Summer Reading 


There's an unusual autobiography of man against blindness in Ved Mehta's FACE TO FACE 
(Little, Brown-AMP); there's a new autobiographical volume from Vera Brittain-— 


TESTAMENT OF EXPERIENCE (Macmillan); there's an unusually good anthropology baok for Lhe 
layman in Ashley Montagu’s MAN: HIS FIRST MILLION YEARS (World). And there's on ex- 
cellent book on the inflammatory desegregation issue, THE DEEP SOUTH SAYS NEVER by 

J. B. Martin (Ballantine). These and cther reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Non-fiction 


July 25 


Sadat, Anwar El John Day 
REVOLT ON THE NILE $3.00 


Anwar El Sadat, who played a leading role in the Egyptian Revolution of 
1952 and planned it for many years before it was effected, provides a history of this 
coup d'etat, and President Nasser contributes an introduction which is not only a 
sort of imprimatur but also an indication of the political tenor of the book. Sadat 
opens his account in 1938 when "two Bastilles" had to be stormed, feudalism - as 
Egypt was "“stagnating under autocracy"- and British imperialism. It continues with 
the many years of stratagems and setbacks; his collaboration with the Axis, and his 
arrest by British Intelligence; the rigidly restrictive regime during the post-war 
years under Farouk; the formation of the Arab League, and the Palestine war- still 
another incentive to achieve freedom; and finally the revolt in which Neguib was 
perhaps the most surprised figure of all- as a legend was suddenly created and he was 
used to fill the vacancy.... A man of action, rather than words- or thought, Sadat's 
sympathies are never in question- though there will be few to share them in this country. 


July 29 


Luke, Sir Harry Roy 
CYPRUS: A Portrait and an Appreciation $5.00 


| Cyprus is in the news, week in, week out, and few people know anything of 
its history, of the role Britain has played, of the roots of the problems. Sir Harry 
Luke, a colonial office administrator, spent more than three decades in Cyprus and 
writes dryly but authoritatively. "Cyprus has the distinction of the longest political 
and cultural history in the British Commonwealth and Empire....", he claims, and 
assuredly he had ample opportunity for research and observation in that country. He 
discusses the recorded political history from its beginning about the middle of the 
15th Century BC; he includes the First English Occupation, the Lusignans, the Ottoman 
hegemony and the Second English Occupation, and concludes with the present day 
political scene. While the emphasis lies in the area of political recapitulation, 
glimpses into the cultural life of the Cypriotes are given - their legends, shrines, 
sects, dress, etc. Even the identity of Shakespeare's Othello is explored. Here is 
a factual book, shy of theses, theoretical organization and style, which may detract 
from its potential value, on the one side for the historian, on the other for the 
layman. But it fills an immediate need. Illustrated with photographs, maps, etc. 


(LC :57-9971 ) 
August 15 


O'Connor, Richard Doubleday 
BAT MASTERSON $3.75 


A period piece in a true Western figure- Bat Masterson- whose fame rivalled 
that of his one-time associate, Wyatt Earp. Bat could take credit for assassinating 
a string of anonymous Indian warriors, but his tally of identifiable, beyond-a-shadow- 
of-a-doubt victims was a modest, humble and self-effacing three. He never robbed a 
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mail-train, broke into a bank, or committed any headiine felony. Why then is he classed 
_among the illustrious gunfighters of the Old West? Wherein rests his assurance of im- 
mortality? What excuse is there for this meticulous biography? It lies in the diversity 
of his achievements, his prowess in each chosen “ield of endeavor. His speed on the 
draw was incredible. As a law-enforcer, during his tenure in Dodge City working with 
Wyatt Earp, Bat was a phenomenon of preventive justice. In gambling he was stalwart; as 
a hunter of buffalo, superb; as a pursuer of Indians, braver than any brave. Eventually, 
he landed on the Morning Telegraph as a sports columnist, and his knowledgeableness 
about boxing, his roughhouse prose, his geniality brought him metropolitan fame. Bat 
lends himself perfectly to O'Connor's style,- his gentle irony, his sophistication, his 
flair for color, his awareness of the dignity Bat and his segment of history deserves. 

A superior portrait- in the genre. (LC:57-9508) 


August 15 


Mehta, Ved Little, Brown - AMP 
FACE TO FACE $4.50 


* What must be a complete antithesis to recent books about the blind is this 
autobiography of an Indian whose Hindu background held no hope when he had meningitis at 
three and a half and lost his sight. Although his father was a western trained doctor, 
in the public health service in Punjab, although his family were well to do - there was 
no chance, no schooling, no understanding for this handicap: it meant begging or music. 
But Dr. Mehta sent his son at five to Bombay (900 miles away) for what little training 
the Dadar School could offer and there Ved achieved a certain independence, learned of 
the Perkins Institute - and was refused, as he was with almost every other blind organi- 
zation later - and found a steady determination to have an education and a future. His - 
chance came from the Arkansas School for the Blind where he headed alone, when he was 
fifteen, and where he achieved a prideful mobility and eventual communication with students ® 
and faculty. There were obstacles for college that had to be overcome; there was Pomona 
and summer schooling in California; there were readers, near-romances, hitchhiking; there 
were visits from his father that kept him in touch with his family and country; there was 
the tragedy of a Nisei fellow student's suicide - and there was the start for England and 
Oxford. All of this along with his earlier Indian years in which details of his home 
life, his father's work and the political events are combined with the different places in 
which he lived and in which he fought all protection against his blindness. A many-faceted 
life story, this records a brave progress despite an affliction, a hardwon battle where 
unceasing encouragement came from his father, a success that is measured not only in terms 
of achievement but also in degrees of understanding and awareness. An international hats- 


off here. (LC:57-9323) 


August 19 
Martin, John Bartlow Ballantine 
Paperbound .35 
THE DEEP SOUTH SAYS NEVER Hardbound $2.50 


* Just two months after the Supreme Court Decision to integrate schools in the 
South the first Citizens' Council led by Robert Patterson was organized in Mississippi. 
Today the membership estimate of these little groups, which have mushroomed all over the 
South, is over a quarter of a million strong. Who leads the resistance to integration? 
What is the base of the support? What is the Southern Way of Life which it seeks to 
defend? These are the questions which are’ answered in this excellent report which attempts 
to give both sides of the question without failing to adopt a positive stand in favor of 
desegregation- in the quickest, most efficient manner. "The Problem" as the Southerners 
refer to it hinges on a fundamental psychological complex which embraces feelings of in- @ 
security, sexual tensions, widespread tradition. This does not mean that economic and 
political considerations are not significant - the South would collapse if it were not for 
the availability of cheap labor which is secured by social stratification. The role of 
the Klan is examined; the different resistance movements in the Border States and the Deep 
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South are compared; portraits of important people on the scene like Ace Carter, 
Englehardt, Talmadge, Roy Wilkins are drawn; incidents like the Montgomery bus boy- 
cott are reported. Though resistance to desegregation is granitic in the Deep South, - 
where it has been tried in good faith, it has succeeded. Since the Saturday Evening 
Post will serialize about half the material in the book we venture that it will have 

a wide appeal - warranted too: 


August 19 


Marie Louise, Princess Dutton 
MY MEMORIES OF SIX REIGNS $5.00 


Princess Marie Louise, the granddaughter of Victoria, who had been in her 
long lifetime- recorded here at the age of 84- an early Victorian, a Mid-Victorian, 
an Edwardian, a Georgian and an Elizabethan, remembers it in rather full detail and 
adds her "little tidbit of history". Decorous, and always generous as well, as she 
writes of those who crossed her path, she describes a happy childhood and education; 
her marriage- at 18- to the handsome Prince Aribert of Anhalt and the nine years- 
rather rigidly restrictive- spent in Berlin before he suddenly terminated the mar- 
riage; the ways in which she filled the later years- her many areas of welfare work, 
her travels, friends and interests. If there is an expected formality to her recital 
she is consistently appreciative. No gossip intrudes or demeans the character of the 
book which bears its heavy train of memories with dignity and discretion. But it 
lacks the spark that might widen its market. (LC:57-8958) 


Middleton, Drew Knopf 
THESE ARE THE BRITISH $4 .50 


Some two decades of reporting for the V.Y. Times are the basis of this 
analysis of the qualities, institutions and actions that have made up recent British 
history. In sections devoted to the monarchy, an enduring, reassuring anachronism; 
the parliamentary system, efficient and flexible; the two great parties; the quiet 
changes; the society shifts; the commonwealth and Britain in the world; the paradox 
of the strong but weak connections with the U. S.; the recovery of its economy after 
the war and its current status; British character and how it is expressed; - he breaks 
down the picture of Merrie England and replaces it with material to take away a 
dangerous lack of understanding, to fill in the faults as well as the strengths, and 
to build up the reasons for a continued transatlantic U.S.-English alliance. It's an 
over-all report that is solid in its investigation, written with an eye for the 
little incident and individual as well as the larger issues and more outstanding per- 
sonalities, and effects a worthwhile informed study. Good reading, too. (LC:57-11164) 


August 20 v 


Brittain, Vera Macmillan 
TESTAMENT OF EXPERIENCE $6.00 


A companion piece to her unforgettable Testament of Youth, Of which we said- 
in 1933- "An extraordinary human document- and a side of the war years which, up to 
this time, has not been adequately presented, the side of youth and womanhood and a 
life broken in two by personal loss and the seal of tragedy.....Although essentially 
English...there is a great basic truth that gives it universality...Good for the long 
haul." How well this prophecy has been fulfilled, for Testament of Youth has gone 
through nineteen editions.... Now- twenty five years later, Vera Brittain gives us the 
second quarter century and a second world war, through the experience of a woman, 
seasoned in the crucible of fame and “humiliation with honor" and weighing the values 
and the price in the scales of human life. For in those years she married- a marriage 
that proved the possibility of two mature and reasoning people combining conflicting 
careers and parenthood, in years that tested them wholly; she wrote- and faced the two 
extremes of rejection and best sellerdom; she lived in two worlds, England and the 
United States; she became identified- and pilloried thereby- with the Peace Pledge 
Union, founded by the memorable humanitarian, Dick Sheppard; she worked for Food 
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Relief; she travelled widely and spoke in many parts of the world. And she suffered, in 
spirit, in mind, in body, the travails of war brought sharply home to every Briton. Dif- 
ferent generations will find different meanings in this autobiography; no one will find 

it without significance. (LC: 57-10709) © 


vw 


August ay 


Walters, Raymond . Macmillan 
ALBERT GALLATIN: Jeffersonian Financier and Diplomat $6.75 


* Gallatin, stepchild of American history, was last rescued from obscurity by 
Henry Adams- a biography which has itself become somewhat obscure, and except for stu- 
dents of the period, is revered more for the biographer's name than his subject. A 
decade ago the vast collection of Gallatin papers were systematized and again made avail- 
able. The result of poring over these papers is a life of Gallatin as enthusiastic, 
exacting and sturdily proportioned as one could wish. Where Gallatin's resurrection 
in the hands of Adams lacked perspective, lacked full dimension- except for the intel- 
lectual, here Gallatin thrives in all his multiple roles, human and historic. He was 
a driving agent in the election of Jefferson. He was Secretary of the Treasury for a 
period of twelve years; he carried forward and helped realize the fiscal ideals of 
Hamilton. Abroad, Gallatin gave substance to a 19th century foreign policy; the Peace 
of 1812 was lergely conceived and executed by him. Gallatin was, in his private life, 
a foremost ethnologist. This biography not only records but integrates into one be- 
lievable, vital person the variety of Gallatin's gifts. Readable; rewarding; revealing. 
(LC: 57-8267) 

August 22 


Tibbles, Thomas Henry ' DP Doubleday 
BUCKSKIN AND BLANKET DAYS f y ~~ $00 @ 


These posthumous memoirs, recently edited and enlarged by Theodora Cogswell, 
were written in 1905. Tibbles was a plainsman, journalist, itinerant preacher and fore- 
most champion of Indian rights. At 16, Tibbles' views on social equality were well 
enough formed so that he was sentenced to death as an abolitionist. He devoted himself 
to the cause of the Indians (when it was an unpopular cause) and gathered valuable ethnic 
lore by living among them. The memoirs ramble indolently,they are short on reflection, 
contained in sentiment, and long on anecdote, dialogue and observation of Indian lore 
and customs. Americana- authentic and valuable as primary source material. (LC: 57-7289) 


August 23 


Maurois, Andre Dutton 
TO AN UNKNOWN LADY $2.95 


Thematically circumscribed by a series of letters to an unknown lady, this 
variegated array of subjects is ostensibly geared to prepare the prospective spouse for 
@ successful marriage. Each letter, from Maurois' fluid pen, comprises a casual polemic 
on topics ranging from the pros and cons of nudity to the advisability of steering clear 
of the chronophage (a time-devourer). To effect a completely compatible relationship, 

a host of considerations raise their problematic heads - to which Byronic wisdom and 
Mme. Sand's experience are sometimes offered as resolutions. Coquetry is desirable; 
reciprocity of compromise is a must; similarity of ideas about essentials ward off un- 
pleasantry, while differences about trivia promote spiciness and prevent boredom; incest 
has been and is insistently forbidden fruit. Whether the half-way serious, mostly 
tongue-in-cheek, analytics contained herein are supplementary to his other book, The 
Art of Being Happily Married is a moot question. There is no doubt, however, that the 
Maurois following will be pleased. (LC: 57-5343) : 
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Littleton, Martin W. as told to Farrar, Straus 
Crichton, Kyle $4.00 
MY PARTNER-IN-LAW 


A genial but aggressively protective biography of George Morton Levy, a 
lawyer and the entrepreneur of the Roosevelt Raceway, smeared in an investigation by 
the Kefauver Committee, has been written in the interests of his friend by his former 
partner-in-law. A little man with a big cigar, Levy was a tenacious trial lawyer, 
punctilious and honorable at all times, quixotic, and a soft touch. Performing ably 
in several notorious criminal cases of the '30's, his defense of Luciano was ultima- 
tely to do him real harm, to leave a longlasting guilt by association. Taking an 
interest (which Littleton did not share and tried to discourage) in the Raceway, 
Levy spent years trying to make a go of it, sank all kinds of money- all of his and 
others'- before it finally began to take hold, then was one of those victimized by 
the Kefauver inquiry into "Organized Crime" which ruined his reputation- in spite of 
a later vindication..... It's hard to designate a market for this- but some of the 
early trial performances, along with the Runyonesque atmosphere in which Levy lived, 
may help it along. (LC:57-10318) 

¥ 


veces Gant . Henry Holt 
PRINCESS OF MONACO $3.95 » 


epert onan from the March 15th viehilevten, as follows "A lustrous, you 

might almost say fatuous, account of the transition from Grace Kelly of Philadelphia 
to Her Grace of Monaco which brought with it, along with the possessive pronoun, a 
small realm and a great love. As a shy, serious but determined girl, anxious to act 
on the stage but succeeding on television- then in the movies where she achieved a 
rapid rise to stardom, Grace is seen as she worked steadily, and really earned the 
Academy Award which came with Country Girl. The Prince's arrival in the States, and 
the proposal after three dates: the trousseau; the trip; and all the festivities of 
the ceremonies and their 'eye-filling beauty' complete the dream come true, not only 
for Grace, but for the many who followed the proceedings day by day and colum by 
column. This is just that sort of a biography- press release or woman's page- and 
it should satisfy the shopgirl romanticism of the many women who will want to attend 
The Wedding a second time: aes re ae they are probably not to be minimized. (LC: 


56-10509 )" 


Renney: Meron cae | Random House 
- {THR IMMENSE JOURNEY : $3.50 


A coltuattine of essays by. the head of the Department of Anthropology at 
the University of Pennsylvania has its central core in the recency of man, his de- 
velopment, genetic endowments and. the enormous, interlinked complexity of life. 
Eiseley's observations, his brooding, his researchings and his confessions are a 
journey which seeks "to explore, to understand and to enjoy the miracles of this world, 
both in and out of science", and which uses fossils, prairie dogs, primates, the magic 
of water, the ocean depths, the progress of “the snout", flowers and plants, birds, 
the brain and robots to illustrate and emphasize his thinking. A prowling, unconven- 
tional record - a model of 4 personal universe - this follows beginnings and changes, 
time and nature, scientific inquiry with its wrong and right answers, in a manner 
which extends the senses concerning the mystifying emergence of man. A book for grave 
pleasure, for contemplative and stimulating enjoyment, this is also happy in its 
elegance of style, and its underlying phiolosphy which denies materialism. About half 
of this material has appeared in several magazines. (LC:57-6657) 


Metaxas, Alexandre i World 
RUSSIA AGAINST THE KREMLIN $3.00 


Metaxas, in a forthright spirit, informs us that he has "been able to pene- 
trate the very soul of the land and people of Gogol...." He also finds himself blessed 
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with "an intuitive appreciation and instinctive understanding of all that is Russian”. 
This he attributes to his ability to speak Russian fluently, and beyond that, to his 
knowledge of "the literature of the country, its music, and many memories of what my @ 
father had told me..." Recently Metaxas visited Moscow as a tourist. He spoke Russian 

to Russians- not at Embassy dinners- but in the subways, shops and streets. Evidently 

his outstanding gifts stood him in good stead for he was able to reach a great many 

fundamental conclusions. He feels that the loathing of the Kremlin and Communism is 

universal and that the system, in fact, is breaking down. If the movie houses in Russia 

were permitted to show "The Battleship Potemkin" to the masses, he is convinced that the 
Kremlin would be overthrown. These are among the observations that he makes, but it would 

be unfair to give away the surprise discoveries of a first-hand report of One Who Was 

There and spoke Russian to the Russians. (LC:57-10936) 

























August 26 


Montagu, Ashley World 
MAN: HIS FIRST MILLION YEARS $3.75 

* What distinguishes Montagu's record of man- and makes it excel among anthropo- 
logical primers- is a radiant simplicity. In books of this type, and there are many, 
one is often hopelessly confounded by chronologies, by anatomical properties, by pro- 
nouncements on "cultural factors", and somehow the forest of detail obscures the tree of 
man. Montagu intelligently, consecutively follows the human descent- gives an orderly, 
balanced explanation of physical and cultural anthropology with their numerous side aspects- 
and makes all of it seem fresh, pertinent, exciting. There is virtually no new information 
or daring supposition. But he has aimed single-mindedly at a layman's report and it is 
eminently successful. A well-established writer, he is world famous in this field as an 
anthropologist and humanist- and a witty stylist as well. Illustrated. (LC :57-9280 ) 


August 27 


O'Faolain, Sean Little, Brown- AMP 
THE VANISHING HERO $3.75 


The distinguished man of letters turns his pen to literary criticism and directs 
his attention particularly to the problem of the vanishing hero in modern literature. He 
demonstrates through the works of eight writers the increasing obsolescence of the tradi- 
tional hero characterized by a generally harmonious relationship with society. Contemporary 
"main" characters are at odds with something - either they are rebellious, adversely free, 
narcissistic or controlled by destiny; invariably they wrestle, consciously or unconsciously, 
with controls. Graham Greene's creatures are subject to destiny, William Faulkner's are 
dominated by heredity, for Ernest Hemingway the will enjoys autonomy but it is always in 
jeopardy. Although the Antihero is not a new concept, Joyce was the first to resurrect him 
in modern terms; Evelyn Waugh belittles the Hero and Elizabeth Bowen makes a martyr of hin; 
Huxley's detachment precludes compassion and Virginia Woolf's introspective self-pre- 
occupation is not heroic. As long as youth believes in individual sincerity, concludes Mr. 
O'Faolain, the Antihero will appear. The name will arouse the interest of intellectuals 
here. It's a natural for Lit. Majors- but for the man in the street- no. (LC:57-9370) 
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358 Ard, William- THE ROOT OF HIS EVIL- price from $2.75 to $2.95 (Rinehart) 
393 Gordon, Richard- DOCTOR IN LOVE- price from $3.00 to $2.95 (Doubleday) 
404 Fischer, Louis- RUSSIA REVISITED- price from $4.50 to $4.00 (Doubleday ) 








